
General Information
Our first grade curriculum provides a comprehensive 
framework for teaching all areas of a child’s development; 
spiritual, physical, emotional and cognitive. The key to our 
effectiveness is a faculty that models a biblically integrated 
“living curriculum” to our students. 

A variety of individual, small group, and large group activities 
are incorporated into the daily program. Our classroom 
environment provides opportunities for children to learn 
through active exploration and interaction with others.

Bible
Biblical integration across all subjects is foundational at Ben 
Lippen. Students are taught to apply God’s truth in every 
area of study. Christian Schools International’s – Walking 
With God and His People – is our main Bible resource. This 
chronological Old Testament study, as well as Christmas and 
Easter, emphasizes God’s redemption plan. Our students enjoy 
memorizing scripture weekly as they learn to hide God’s Word 
in their hearts. We spend time in prayer daily, learning to 
communicate with our loving God who delights in us when we 
present our needs and praises to Him. A monthly character trait 
study, chapel and music are an integral of our Bible curriculum. 

Language Arts
Reading/Phonics
First grade is foundational in the lives of young readers. 
“Open Court” curriculum utilizes a phonetic approach, with 
an emphasis on decoding words. Students progress from 
decoding simple words, to blending multi-syllable words, from 
reading sentences to reading passages.

Encompassing all key components in learning to read and write 
is the use of the Daily 5 framework and the research-based 
CAFE system. This instructional model focuses on strategies in 
the areas of Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding 
Vocabulary. Daily 5/CAFE is an integral, balanced-literacy 
approach that allows for differentiated reading instruction 
to be delivered through mini-lessons, small group meetings, 
shared reading, and one-on-one instruction and conferences.

Language Arts/Writing
First graders are taught the beginning steps of becoming great 
authors through Writer’s Workshop. They learn how to develop 
ideas and incorporate them into writing sentences and then 
stories. During this writing process, they learn how to check 
and edit their own writing and share their work with others. 
Sentence structure, capitalization, punctuation along with 

parts of speech (nouns, verbs and adjectives) are taught as 
part of the writing process. Spelling is incorporated into the 
total language arts curriculum. First grade spelling includes 
an emphasis on “word families” and sight words.  These “word 
families” reinforce the phonics skills that have already been 
introduced.

Handwriting
Pre-kindergarten through first grade utilizes the “Handwriting 
Without Tears” curriculum. This developmental approach 
provides one of the foundational skills of language 
development. Our goal is to help students learn proper 
handwriting habits (i.e. posture, paper and pencil skills) that 
will transfer to all of their writing experiences. 

Mathematics
Our first grade math curriculum incorporates the Scott 
Foresman-Addison Wesley text and utilizes a hands-
on/manipulative approach to mathematical concepts. 
Mathematical topics include addition and subtraction through 
18, place value, graphing, money, time, measurement, 
geometry and fractions. Students are encouraged to apply 
mathematical application to real world situations. They keep 
a math journal and weather calendar which are updated daily.  
Using timed tests and other resources, students are introduced 
to math fact memorization with an emphasis on understanding 
the concepts.  This, along with the daily math journals, gives 
opportunities for students to be individually challenged.

Social Studies
The social studies curriculum focuses on concepts of school, 
family, work, neighborhoods, communities and the history 
surrounding special holiday celebrations. Some highlights 
include hands-on field trips and a Thanksgiving Study which 
culminates with a family feast.  Students learn about American 
heroes and our responsibilities as Christians and citizens. Map 
skills and introductory geography are taught and reinforced 
throughout our units.  

Science
The first grade science curriculum provides hands-on 
opportunities that encourage students to become involved in 
scientific discovery. Through guided instruction, the students 
will learn about plants, our Earth, sun and moon.  They will 
learn about how science has changed our world through 
technology. Students will participate in field trips that enhance 
the curriculum.  First grade science is based on biblical truths 
that promote an understanding of God as the Source and 
Creator of all things. 
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