
General Information
Our fourth grade curriculum provides a comprehensive 
framework for teaching all areas of a child’s development; 
spiritual, physical, emotional and cognitive. The key to our 
effectiveness is a faculty that models a biblically integrated 
living curriculum to our students. A variety of individual, small 
group, and large group activities are incorporated into the daily 
program. Our classroom environment provides opportunity 
for children to learn through active exploration and interaction 
with adults, other children and materials. 

Bible
Fourth grade uses the CSI (Christian Schools International) 
Bible curriculum “Walking With God and His People.” This course 
includes a review of Genesis through Joshua and a detailed 
study from Judges through the exile of the Northern Kingdom, 
with emphasis on the judges, kings, and prophets of the Old 
Testament. Monthly character trait study, chapel, daily 
prayer, and scripture memory are an integral part of our Bible 
curriculum. 

Language Arts
Reading
The reading program uses current periodicals and Reader’s 
Workshop as its curriculum basis. Each unit is comprised of 
stories, articles, and poetry pertaining to six specific themes. 
Strategies to improve comprehension include the skills of 
setting goals, clarifying what is read, summarizing, making 
predictions, and asking questions. Exercises are used to 
reinforce decoding word meanings, developing vocabulary, 
structural analysis, and study and research skills. A book report 
is required each grading period and Accelerated Reader is 
used to encourage reading for pleasure as well as developing 
comprehension. 

Reader’s Workshop reading comprehension strategies are 
taught by modeling with the use of picture books, read alouds 
and other literature. Students will deepen their understanding 
of text by making connections, visualizing, asking questions, 
making inferences, determining importance, and repairing 
comprehension when necessary. Students will also read novels 
and participate in literature groups by completing a task 
as the summarizer, connector, artist, discussion director, or 
Bible builder. Some of the novels that fourth graders read are: 
Number the Stars, The Indian in the Cupboard, Soft Rain, and The 
Magician’s Nephew. 

Grammar/Composition
Grammar and compositions are incorporated in the curriculum. 
Students practice grammar through text exercises, covering 
parts of speech, sentences, and the mechanics of punctuation, 
capitalization, abbreviations, and word usage. Our language 
education is supplemented with Daily Language Instruction 

which focuses on proofreading and editing tasks. Writer’s 
Workshop is used to model and teach writing that includes 
narratives, essays, poetry, and fiction writing. Opportunities for 
oral and written expression supplement all curriculum subjects.

Spelling
Open Court includes our basic spelling curriculum. The fourth 
grade program contains a weekly list of twenty words for 
students. Five additional frequently misspelled words are 
added each week. A variety of lessons based on principles such 
as vowel/consonant sounds, root words, and prefixes/suffixes 
incorporate spelling with vocabulary development, grammar, 
and dictionary skills. 

Penmanship
D’Nealian cursive handwriting is reviewed and students are 
expected to write neatly with the correct D’Nealian letter 
formation.

Mathematics
The textbook used for our fourth graders is Scott-Foresman/
Addison-Wesley Mathematics. Skills taught include place 
value (reading, writing, rounding, and estimating), addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers, 
analyzing data, graphs, and probability, customary and metric 
measurement, geometry, fractions, decimals, time, and money. 
Emphasis is placed on the mastery of basic facts through the 
twelves with a goal of being able to do thirty facts per minute 
in each operation by the end of fourth grade. Speed drills are 
used weekly to check for mastery and accuracy. Emphasis 
in mathematics is placed on developing problem solving 
strategies and comprehending a mathematics vocabulary, as 
well as maintaining learned skills. 

Social Studies
The Scott Foresman: Regions is used in our fourth grade 
curriculum. The text includes a study of map and globe skills, 
appreciation of how geography and history go together, and 
learning about various regions of our country, including the 
land, water, and resources of each region and the people and 
events from that region. Students master the fifty states, their 
locations, and their capitals. State projects including keynotes, 
group presentations, and a booklet is completed by students.

Science
Purposeful Design is used to teach our science curriculum. 
It covers a variety of topics including classifying plants and 
animals, ecosystems, changes in ecosystems, water cycle and 
weather, electricity and magnetism, sound and light, Earth’s 
cycles, and the universe. Various experiments give opportunity 
for hands-on exploring as well as understanding the scientific 
method. The field trip to Discovery Place in Charlotte, NC 
supplements our science curriculum. Our curriculum also 
includes an opportunity for students to engage in STEM 
activities.
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