
General Information
Our third grade curriculum provides a comprehensive 
framework for teaching all areas of a child’s development; 
spiritual, physical, emotional and cognitive.  The key to our 
effectiveness is a faculty that models a biblically integrated 
“living curriculum” to our students. 

A variety of individual, small group, and large group activities 
are incorporated into the daily program. Our classroom 
environment provides opportunity for children to learn 
through active exploration and interaction with adults, other 
children and materials. 

Bible
Christian Schools International’s “Walking with God and His 
People” is the third grade Bible textbook. This course provides 
a detailed study of Genesis through Joshua and Ephesians. 
Weekly Bible memorization, daily prayer times, character trait 
study, chapel and our annual service projects provide our third 
graders with the foundation to be not only hearers of the word 
but also to be active “doers of the Word.” 

Language Arts
Reading
Encompassing all key components in learning to read and write 
is the use of the Daily 5 framework and the research-based 
CAFE system. This instructional model focuses on strategies in 
the areas of Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding 
Vocabulary. Daily 5/CAFE is an integral, balanced-literacy 
approach that allows for differentiated reading instruction 
to be delivered through mini-lessons, small group meetings, 
shared reading, and one-on-one instruction and conferences.

Grammar/Composition
The Writer’s Workshop model is used in third grade to generate
 and  accentuate  the writing in the third grade. The Lucy 
Caulkins model for writing personal narratives, essays, and 
fiction is taught in the third grade. The students learn how to 
generate ideas for each of the genres as well as how to develop
each piece through effective beginnings, meaningful text, and 
effective endings.  Grammar is taught from the Daily Language 
Instruction by Barbara Anderson and writing done in and 
through the Writer’s Workshop. 

Spelling
Open Court provides the basic spelling curriculum. Lessons 
based on a variety of spelling patterns are included in this 
curriculum. 

Penmanship/Handwriting
D’Nealian cursive handwriting is reviewed during the first 
semester. Beginning the second semester of third grade 
through the remainder of lower school, students are 
expected to do all written work in cursive. 

Mathematics
The curriculum used is Scott-Foresman Addison-Wesley 
Mathematics. We practice using various strategies to solve 
problems. Students learn place value—to the hundred 
thousands and round two and three digit numbers. Instruction 
is given in telling time to the minutes, reading a calendar, 
counting money, adding and subtracting two, three and 
four digit numbers, analyzing data and graphs, probability, 
customary and metric units of measurement, geometry and 
multiplication and division concepts and facts. Speed drills 
are used several times a week to reinforce speed and accuracy 
on basic operational facts. Third graders are expected to have 
mastery of the addition and subtraction facts through 18 and 
the multiplication facts through 12. Emphasis is also placed 
on maintenance of skills learned, as well as developing a 
mathematics vocabulary. 

Social Studies
The third grade students study South Carolina history, 
geography, and culture. The curriculum used is “The South 
Carolina Story,” by Gibbes Smith, Publisher. A State House  trip is 
planned and a book of South Carolina symbols will be made by 
each student.

Science
Purposeful Design is the curriculum for third grade. It is a 
hands-on program that encourages students to become  
actively involved in scientific discovery. Through this discovery 
the students come to see the greatness of God and the 
amazing wonders of His creation. Projects and compositions 
are required. A field trip to the Congaree Swamp is a highlight 
of the year. 
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