
General Information
Our fifth grade curriculum provides a comprehensive 
framework for teaching all areas of a child’s development; 
spiritual, physical, emotional and cognitive. The key to our 
effectiveness is a faculty that models a biblically integrated 
“living curriculum” to our students.

A variety of individual, small group, and large group activities 
are incorporated into the daily program.  Our classroom 
environment provides opportunity for children to learn 
through active exploration and interaction with adults, other 
children and materials. 

Bible
Christian Schools International Bible curriculum “Walking with 
God and His People” is used in the fifth grade. Students study 
Judah’s captivity in Babylon, and their return to Judah. They 
also study the life and ministry of Jesus as the incarnate God. 
Memory work includes longer passages from both the Old 
and New Testament. Weekly character trait study, chapel, daily 
prayer and music are an integral part of our Bible curriculum.

Language Arts
Reading
The reading program used is Reader’s Workshop with 
supplemental texts from sources like Scholastic News. 
Strategies to improve comprehension include the skills of 
setting goals, clarifying what is read, summarizing, making 
predictions, and asking questions. Study and research 
strategies including identifying and assimilating new 
information as well as taking notes are developed. Writing 
activities complement the reading literature. Emphasis is 
placed on vocabulary development and word study as key to 
reading comprehension. Book reports are required for three 
grading periods.

Reader’s Workshop reading comprehension strategies are 
taught by modeling thinking with the use of picture books, 
read alouds and other literature. Students will deepen their 
understanding of text by making connections, visualizing, 
asking questions, making inferences, determining importance, 
synthesizing, and repairing comprehension when necessary. 
Students will also read novels and participate in literature 
groups by completing a task as the summarizer, connector, 
artist, word smith, discussion director, or Bible builder.

Grammar/Composition
Our grammar and writing instruction use Writer’s Workshop 
while incorporating Daily Language Instruction and 
supplemental resources to enhance mechanics. The instruction 
centers on these two broad areas: the identification and correct 
usage of each of the eight parts of speech and instruction 

on different types of writing, i.e., personal narratives, essays, 
descriptive writing, persuasive paragraphs, stories, and research 
reports.  Opportunities for creative oral and written expression 
supplement the text. 

Spelling
Spelling lessons in the fifth grade are based on phonics, 
prefixes, suffixes, and homographs/homophones. Students 
practice spelling words through a variety of word study 
activities including word searches, dictionary skills, word 
meaning, root words and word shapes.

Penmanship
Students are expected to write neatly and with the correct 
cursive D’Nealian letter formation. Weekly grades are given for 
penmanship. 

Mathematics
The textbook used is Scott Foresman Addison Wesley 
Mathematics. There is a review of numbers and operations 
including simple usage of variables. Other topics of study 
include: place value (rounding and estimation), addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division (whole numbers and 
decimals), use of data and graphs (including the reading and 
interpreting of graphs), understanding and using fractions 
and mixed numbers, customary and metric measurement, 
geometry, ratio, percent, probability, perimeter, area, and 
volume. Speed drills are given weekly to reinforce speed 
and accuracy of the basic math facts. Emphasis is placed on 
maintaining skills learned as well as developing a mathematics 
vocabulary. 

Social Studies
The Scott Foresman textbook “The United States” is used in the 
fifth grade. Map skills are interspersed throughout each lesson 
as the students study the first Americans, the early explorations, 
settlements, and the start of the New England, Southern and 
Middle Colonies. Attention is given to the forming of a new 
nation, understanding our democracy, and a discussion of 
citizenship and American values. The program concludes with 
a study of history from 1850 to the present, including the Civil 
War, opening of the last frontier, the industrialization of our 
nation, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Civil 
Rights Movement, and the Cold War. 

Science
Purposeful Design Science is used in fifth grade. Scientific 
inquiry is used to explore the amazing complexity and 
orderliness of God’s world. Students study cells, life cycles, 
matter, earth and space, and disease. Hands on activities 
and critical thinking skills are an integral part of the learning 
process.

Fifth Grade Curriculum Description


