
Bible (6th)
The sixth grade Bible curriculum takes students on a journey 
through the Old Testament, encountering various men and 
women through whom God worked to shape His redemptive 
history, from Adam and Eve and their sons, to Noah, the 
Patriarchs, and Israel’s Judges and Kings and prophets. Students 
will examine the lives of these men and women to discover the 
characteristics of those whom God uses to impact the world, so 
that the students will be challenged to live lives that exemplify 
those qualities.

Bible (7th)
The seventh grade Bible curriculum takes students on a journey 
through the New Testament, encountering various men and 
women involved in Jesus’ earthly ministry and through whom 
the Holy Spirit worked to grow and shape the early Church. 
Students will examine the lives of these disciples to discover 
the characteristics of those whom God uses to impact the 
world, so that the students will be challenged to live lives that 
exemplify those qualities.

Bible (8th)
The 8th grade Bible curriculum will help students understand 
the basic beliefs of a biblical worldview.  Students will compare 
Christianity with other prominent worldviews in the areas of 
theology, philosophy, ethics, sociology, and psychology, among 
others.  Students will understand and be able to explain a 
biblical worldview, critically analyze other worldviews from a 
biblical perspective, and engage their culture for Christ through 
apologetics.

Technology (6th - 8th)
Technology courses are taught with a Christian worldview.
Students learn that technology is not just a tool or a toy, but 
it is another opportunity to glorify God and serve others. 
Our one-to-one program, using iPads, allows for technology 
integration to take place at each grade level and subject area. 
The classes are designed to teach the particular skills and the 
appropriate use of technology which are essential for the 
21st century student. There is emphasis given to personal 
responsibility and discretion, as these relate to the use of 
technology and the internet. These classes make use of a 
variety of projects and activities designed to promote critical 
thinking, collaboration, creativity and communication among 
the students. At the sixth grade level, students become familiar 
with the iPads and learn the use of basic applications and 
skills. Seventh and eighth grade students are introduced to 
concepts and applications in the areas of design, programming 
and robotics. We desire to ignite our students’ passion in the 
classroom through problem solving, which includes both 
scientific and engineering principles.

Language Arts (6th)
The English program integrates reading, verbal exercises, 
composition, grammar, spelling, and vocabulary into one 
whole. Recognizing that language is from God and is His mode 
of communicating with man, instruction has been planned 
to develop skills of thinking and communicating in order to 
provide the tools for success in the future.

Language Arts (7th)
This course emphasizes the development of grammar, writing, 
vocabulary usage, punctuation and mechanics. Composition 
skills are directly related to reading selections in order to 
develop different styles of writing. Various forms of literature 
are emphasized along with speech communication skills.

Language Arts Honors (7th)
While continuing to build foundational skills, this course 
specifically focuses on developing critical thinking and close 
reading skills for advanced analysis, as well as strengthening 
research and writing skills necessary for higher level writing 
and public speaking. Students in this course will advance to 
English Fundamentals in 8th grade for high school credit.

Language Arts (8th)
While continuing to strengthen basic grammar, strong 
vocabulary, and literary knowledge, this course specifically 
focuses on developing the research skills necessary for higher 
level writing and public speaking.

English Fundamentals Honors (8th)
The effective use of words is essential for communication. 
Students will become writers and public speakers who are 
able to use words in order to more clearly communicate their 
opinions, intentions, and knowledge. Words are powerful tools 
and must be used correctly. Through a study of vocabulary, 
grammar, writing techniques, argument construction, and 
public speaking skills, students will be empowered to use 
words in an effective manner. Students will work together as 
a community of writers to assist and challenge one another 
in the various stages of brainstorming, writing, revising, 
presenting, and publishing. Through a rigorous study of 
mythology, Shakespeare, contemporary literature and various 
short stories, students will be equipped to analyze themes 
in writing that help us to gain a better understanding of 
who we are and the world we live in. Students will learn the 
differences of various literary genres and styles as they respond 
to literature individually and corporately through writing and 
discussion. Students will create a portfolio of their personal 
writings on various topics and of various styles, as well as take 
part in classroom debates utilizing the Socratic Method. (1.0 
upper school credit).

6th-8th Grade Curriculum Description
2019-2020



Mathematics (6th)
This course concentrates on instruction in addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division of whole numbers, integers, 
decimals, and fractions. Foundational topics such as geometry, 
metric measurement, algebraic equations, and reading/
interpreting graphs are included in the course curriculum.

Accelerated Math (6th)
This course focuses on the study of fractions, decimals, 
percentages, integers, geometry (polygons, area, and volume) 
and simple algebraic equations. Students will be introduced 
to statistics through analyzing data and probability. Problem 
solving using some of the concepts being taught is emphasized 
throughout the curriculum.

Mathematics (7th)
This course focuses on the study of fractions, decimals, 
percentages, integers, geometry (polygons, area, and volume) 
and simple algebraic equations. Students will be introduced 
to statistics through analyzing data and probability. Problem 
solving using some of the concepts being taught is emphasized 
throughout the curriculum.

Pre-Algebra (7th - 8th)
Instruction in this course includes the fundamentals of 
mathematics with basic abstractions of beginning Algebra. 
Special emphasis is given to the four operations of fractions, 
mixed numbers and decimals. Ratio, proportion and percent 
are visually emphasized to aid in conceptualization, and 
word problems are stressed using the concepts being 
taught. Simple concepts in Algebra are introduced including 
variables, evaluation, operations in equations, integers, graphs, 
exponents, and roots.

Algebra I (8th)
This course is divided into two parts. The first part enables 
students to make the transition from general math to 
simplifying rational, irrational, and polynomial expressions. 
The second part introduces students to solving linear and 
quadratic equations, inequalities, systems and functions. 
Students are evaluated for qualification for this course on the 
basis of academic performance, standardized testing scores, 
the Orleans Hannah Algebra I prognosis test and teacher 
recommendation. Students may earn upper school credit for 
successful completion of the course.

Science (6th)
This course focuses on life science, physical science and space/
technology. The first unit explores and compares creation and 
evolution. Methods include firsthand experiences such as 
direct observation, experiments and a wide variety of learning-
by-doing activities.

Life Science (7th)
This course begins with the metric system and the Scientific 
method. Next is a study of the classification of living things: 
viruses, bacteria, protists, fungi, plants and animals. The course 
finishes with a study of genetics. There is a strong emphasis 
on “hands-on” learning, including labs, microscope work, and 
projects.

Physical Science (8th)
This course covers the basics of Physical Science. Topics include: 
matter, introduction to chemistry, motion and forces, energy 
and electricity. A hands-on approach is used as much as 
possible along with opportunities for group work, projects, and 
labs. This course prepares students for high school chemistry 
and physics.

World History (6th)
This course includes a systematic study of man’s activities 
throughout history. Under God, man is the crown of creation: 
His art, inventions, settlements, worship, music and architecture 
express the depths of man’s being. The course focuses on 
five major or enduring features: Government, Social Classes, 
Religion, Education and Advancement, and Economics.

Geography (7th)
This course is designed to help the student gain a broader 
perspective of his place in the world through the study of the 
United States and its relationship to other countries. Students 
are introduced to the needs of different cultures and are 
challenged to identify ways that Christians can meet those 
needs. Students will use their knowledge of physical features 
and political boundaries to be better equipped to fulfill the 
Great Commission. Students will study the uniqueness of all 
cultures and understand how geography skills can be used to 
carry out God’s desire for all people to know Him.

United States History (8th)
This course covers the time frame from the early exploration 
period through the present. The purpose is to cultivate an 
understanding of the history of our country and to encourage 
appreciation of our American heritage. Emphasis is placed on 
the role of South Carolina during each historical period.

Introduction to Spanish A & B (7th - 8th)
This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and 
culture, to prepare students for Spanish 1. Students will learn 
basic vocabulary needed for conversational skills as well as the 
fundamental building blocks of Spanish grammar. Each nine 
weeks will focus on a specific Spanish-speaking region of the 
world, their culture, customs and holidays.

Eighth grade students who have successfully completed the 
first level of Spanish may advance to a second level. The second 
level builds on the foundation of level one and includes a 
deeper exposure to commonly used vocabulary, culture and 
basic grammar concepts.



Introduction to French A & B (7th - 8th)
This course is an introduction to the French language and 
culture, to prepare students for French 1. Students will learn 
basic vocabulary needed for conversational skills, as well as the 
fundamental building blocks of French grammar. Each nine 
weeks will focus on a specific French-speaking region of the 
world, their culture, customs and holidays.

Eighth grade students who have successfully completed the 
first level of French may advance to a second level. The second 
level builds on the foundation of level one and includes a 
deeper exposure to commonly used vocabulary, culture and 
basic grammar concepts.

Physical Education and Health (6th - 8th)
This curriculum will consist of skills development, Continuing 
Physical Development (CPD), and general health education. 
Students meet twice each week for P.E. with one class 
focused on skills development and the other on CPD. Skills 
Development: Students will learn basic rules, fundaments, skills, 
and tactics in various sports throughout the year. These sports 
include but are not limited to: volleyball, basketball, football, 
soccer and softball. Skills will be taught through instruction, 
drills, group activities and games. CPD: Designed to improve 
the quality of physical activity of the students, this program 
will link sports, education, recreation and health & fitness with 
specific stages of development. CPD is designed to decrease 
the risk of injury and athlete “burn out” and most importantly 
promote an “active for life” lifestyle.

The health component of the course focuses on the four 
major areas on life – spiritual, mental, social, and physical. It 
includes topics such as nutrition, exercise, biology, drug abuse, 
relationships, and sexual education.

Drama (7th - 8th)
This course will introduce students to the world of drama and 
theatre. Students will act in scenes, learn how to have great 
stage presence and learn how to create fascinating characters. 
They will learn about auditioning and ensemble work. Students 
will briefly study another form of theatre from musical theatre 
to television. Students will also explore the history of the 
theatre in its most basic form. The course content is alternated 
every other year so new material is explored each year.

Beginning Band (6th)
How would you like to play an instrument? This course is 
where students will learn how to play real band instruments! 
They will learn the fundamentals of music-making and will 
be exposed to the joys and challenges of playing music with 
others. Students will learn foundational techniques on their 
instruments and will learn the basics of music theory. They 
will receive group and individual coaching from their teachers 
which will prepare them to move to higher levels. Beginner 
levels may participate in festivals, concerts, and the SCISA 
music festival. This is a year-long course.

Percussion & Woodwind Bands (7th - 8th)
How would you like to play an instrument? This course is 
where students will learn how to play real band instruments! 
They will learn the fundamentals of music-making and will 
be exposed to the joys and challenges of playing music with 
others. Students will learn foundational techniques on their 
instruments and will learn the basics of music theory. They 
will receive group and individual coaching from their teachers 
which will prepare them to move to higher levels. Beginner 
levels may participate in festivals, concerts, and the SCISA 
music festival. This is a year-long course.

Art (6th - 8th)
This program is designed to promote a student’s awareness, 
appreciation, and enjoyment of the visual arts. Students will 
engage in hands-on experience as they receive instruction in 
various art forms and practice their skills on diverse projects.

Beginning Choir (6th)
Students will actively participate in music making by singing 
a beginning repertoire of various styles, including pop, 
multicultural, and classical. Students will work in small and 
large groups to rehearse music, and then travel both on and 
off campus to present exciting performances. This class is 
year-long, and it is open to both young men and young ladies. 
Students should prepare for classes that emphasize teamwork 
and fun.

Choir (7th - 8th)
Students will actively participate in music making by singing 
a diverse repertoire, including pop, multicultural, and classical 
pieces. Students will work together (and have fun!) to create 
high quality music and enjoy giving away their music through 
exciting performances both on and off campus (field trips!). 
This class is year-long, and is divided into one all-men’s 
section and one all-ladies’ section. Emphasis will be placed on 
teamwork and fun music.
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