
General Information
Our kindergarten curriculum is developmentally appropriate 
providing for all areas of a child’s development: spiritual, 
physical, emotional, social, and cognitive through an integrated 
approach. The learning activities and materials are concrete, 
real, and relevant to the lives of our young children.

A variety of individual, small group, and large group activities 
are incorporated into the daily program. Our classroom 
environment provides opportunity for children to learn 
through active exploration and interaction with adults, 
other children and materials. Our Early Childhood program 
recognizes that play is an important avenue for learning.

Academics are incorporated into unit themes of study. This 
enables the children to receive an integrated experience that 
enhances thinking skills and creativity rather than exclusively 
promoting the rote memorization of facts. Daily activities 
include circle time, which includes calendar time, pledges to 
the American flag, the Christian Flag and to the Bible. Center 
times incorporate math and language arts activities as well as 
our thematic units. Enrichment activities include art, music, PE, 
library and STEM. 

Bible
Christian Schools International is the Bible curriculum used in
the kindergarten, and it focuses on Bible stories from creation
to the ascension. Through these stories we emphasize 
character traits and the study of missions. We strive to instill 
in the children character traits that are basic to a Christian life. 
There is an emphasis on worldwide missions throughout the 
year. Our kindergarten classes have a special unit of learning 
about other cultures. Weekly memory verses, character traits 
study, chapel, music and prayer are an integral part of our Bible 
curriculum.

Language Arts
Pre-Reading/ Phonemic Awareness
The “Open Court” program which has a strong phonetic
approach is used to teach phonological awareness. Children 
add to their foundation of recognizing letter names and sounds 
by decoding simple words and developing a sight vocabulary.
These skills allow children to progress to reading sentences.

Comprehension is a key reading skill at every grade level. 
Reading comprehension strategies are taught by modeling 
critical thinking with the use of picture books and other 
literature. Through incorporating the Reader’s Workshop 
methodology students deepen their understanding of text 

by making connections, visualizing, and asking questions. 
Additionally, through narration the student’s listening 
comprehension is developed.

Writer’s Workshop is utilized in the teaching of writing with 
a focus on writing as a process. The use of Writer’s Workshop 
includes writing across the curriculum in all content areas and 
the widespread use of mini lessons to teach the skills of writing

Encompassing all key components in learning to read and write 
is the use of the Daily 5 framework and the research-based 
CAFE system. This instructional model focuses on strategies in 
the areas of Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding 
Vocabulary. Daily 5/CAFE is an integral, balanced-literacy 
approach that allows for differentiated reading instruction 
to be delivered through mini-lessons, small group meetings, 
shared reading, and one-on-one instruction and conferences.

Handwriting/Penmanship
Pre-kindergarten through first grade utilizes the “Handwriting 
Without Tears” curriculum. This developmental approach 
provides one of the foundational skills of language 
development. Our goal is to help students learn proper 
handwriting habits (i.e. posture, paper and pencil skills) that 
will transfer to all of their writing experiences.

Mathematics
Our mathematics curriculum, Into Math, emphasizes the 
importance of establishing conceptual understanding and 
reinforces that understanding with procedural practice. 
Instruction is based on a workshop model where small group 
instruction, independent practice and centers for practice and 
review come together to help meet the needs of all learners. 

Social Studies and Science
In the kindergarten curriculum, we are developing an 
awareness of who we are. This is accomplished by examining 
our relationship to Christ, family and our school. We also study 
our community and those who serve us. We encourage 
responsibility in the classroom, at home and in our community. 
In accordance with this, we look for opportunities to participate 
in service projects in our community. We desire to instill in the 
students a love for and loyalty to our nation and its leaders. We 
also explore and investigate living things and their habitats, 
including specific plants, insects, and animals.
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