


1

In 1940, Columbia International University 
founded a Christian high school in Asheville, 
North Carolina, named Ben Lippen, a Scottish 
phrase meaning “mountain of trust.” In 1988, 
Ben Lippen School moved to Columbia, South 
Carolina. Today, the school has a culturally-rich 
student body of more than 800 students enrolled in 
Pre-K3 through 12th grade, taught by a dedicated 
faculty, most of whom hold advanced degrees. The 
biblically-permeated curriculum incorporates 
critical thinking, creativity, communication and 
collaborative skills, preparing students to lead and 
work in the 21st century.

History

Ben Lippen School seeks to glorify God by educating students from a biblical worldview to impact 
the nations with the message of Christ and by assisting the family and church in equipping students 
spiritually, academically, socially and physically under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Ben Lippen Mission Statement
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WELCOME TO BEN LIPPEN
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S

Dream Big,
   Pray Much,
       Serve Others

en Lippen offers rigorous academics anchored in a solid 
foundation of biblical truth. It is our desire at Ben Lippen to do all 
that we do to glorify God and to support the values and standards 
taught at home. We believe that this sets us apart from other 
schools. Whether in the classroom, on the athletic field or on the 
stage, we want to do everything in a way that honors God and 
with such quality that the Lord is pleased. 

It is a great time to be a part of the Ben Lippen family. We have 
just finished constructing our $5 million Arts and Science Center, 
home to our state-of-the-art robotics lab, art gallery, choir loft 
and more. We have expanded our course offerings to include more dual credit options, 
allowing students to earn college credits while at Ben Lippen. We have added a Pre-K3 
program to welcome our littlest Falcons. And we have expanded our incredibly talented 
faculty to include a Fine Arts Director, a STEM coordinator and a Spiritual Life Director. 

But while some things are new, our purpose remains unchanged: preparing students who 
will thrive in college and beyond, who know God and are growing in Christlike character, 
and are ready to use their God-given gifts and talents to further His kingdom. 

Ben Lippen is a community committed to providing the love, acceptance, encouragement 
and discipleship students need to grow and succeed, equipping them for life and eternity. 

Many Blessings,

Tony Fajardo 
Headmaster



At Ben Lippen School, spiritual growth is more than a comprehensive Bible 
curriculum. It is teachers and coaches helping students to know Jesus and 
think biblically, and equipping them to respond to other
worldviews. Ben Lippen teachers love and care for their
students, and model what it means to follow Jesus.  

Formal Spiritual Training:

 • Comprehensive Pre-K3 through 12th grade Bible
  curriculum
 • Weekly chapel and worship times
 • Small group discussions where students apply
  spiritual learning to their own lives
 • Discipleship opportunities 
 • Vibrant Young Life chapter
 • Athletic spiritual growth program
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The Core of
Discipleship
is Relationships

The warm spirits and environment are God-centered. The 
spiritual curriculum is in-depth, and we felt it was the best 
environment to help sharpen our children for their God-
given destinies. It’s more than a school. It’s a family.
   — Ami Durant

“
”
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SPIRITUAL LIFE & ACADEMICS
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S

Ben Lippen’s philosophy of learning includes a well-designed curriculum, learner-centered instruction, 
proven, effective teaching methodologies and an attitude of lifelong learning. Ben Lippen seeks to 
provide extraordinary opportunities in an inspiring educational environment: 

 • 100% biblically-integrated curriculum
 • STEM concepts interwoven through every grade
 • Innovation Program with robotics, digital media and computer science courses
 • In-depth fine arts program
 • Vibrant student life 
 • Competitive athletics programs with skills training that starts in the elementary grades
 • A comprehensive, multi-faceted approach to spiritual growth and development for preschool
  through 12th grade

A Philosophy of Learning



Ben Lippen Lower School offers students the opportunity to grow
spiritually, academically, and socially during their formative elementary
years by focusing on: 

 • Safety and security as a school priority
 • Teachers who intentionally educate from a biblical worldview and
  work to instill Christian principles and values in a loving and
  Christ-centered environment
 • Differentiated instruction focused on individual growth and
  preparing students for competitive futures 
 • Caring teachers who are accessible to students both academically
  and personally
 • Morning and extended afternoon care options
 • Teachers certified through the Association of Christian Schools
  International (ACSI)
 • STEM incorporated at all grade levels
 • Enrichment areas focusing on Art, Music, Physical Education,
  and Library
 • Standardized testing (MAP and ERB) for individual students,
  as well as school-wide planning 
 • Curriculum-directed field trips at all grade levels
 • Fine Arts featuring a lower school play, training on a variety of
  musical instruments, performances throughout the year, and a
  fine arts festival in May

Lower School
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LOWER SCHOOL
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 

the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
–Deuteronomy 6:5-7

Ben Lippen seeks to glorify God. This is true in our 
mission statement, but more importantly, it is true in our 
hallways, classrooms and on the playgrounds. We believe 
that to best accomplish this, we are to partner with parents 
in the education of their children during these spiritually-
formative and foundational years. Through a comprehensive 
approach, Ben Lippen Lower School offers students the 
opportunity to grow spiritually, academically, socially 
and physically. We believe all are instrumental elements in 
building a foundation of growth and preparing students for 
God’s call on their lives.

“

”
— Ben Porter, Ph.D.,

Lower School Principal

A variety of after-school
clubs and activities that
enrich children mentally, 
physically and socially:

 • Robotics 
 • Soccer Shots 
 • Imagineering
 • Ballet
 • Animation 
 • Run Hard 
 • Private Music Lessons
 • Youth Development Sports



Ben Lippen Middle School educates students in the core subject areas of traditional education 
while providing numerous opportunities in fine arts, athletics, and other extracurricular 
activities with an intentional emphasis on spiritual growth through biblical integration.

 • Dedicated to Christian education to guide students during the critical middle school
  years when they start to make their parents’ faith their own
 • Daily Bible class as a core class for every student
 • Middle School Spiritual Life Challenge Day 
 • Reading groups that meet daily for reading as well as follow-up discussions on chapel,
  intentional mentoring, discipleship and class bonding
 • Competitive athletics preparing for high school and beyond
 • A dynamic fine arts program offering theater, choir, band and visual arts 
 • Personalized education catering to the needs of your student, using MAP and ERB
  testing, along with individualized classroom instruction
 • Foreign language offerings in French and Spanish
 • STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) incorporated into each
  core class and discipline

Middle School
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By choosing Christian education for your family, 
you are making a valuable investment of your 
resources that will have an impact on the hearts,
souls, and minds of your children. It is our sincere 
belief that you will see an immediate return on that 
investment through their success in the classroom, 
on the stage, and on the field, as they maximize their 
God‐given talents through the opportunities they
have here at Ben Lippen School.
— Corey Thompson, Middle School Principal

“

”



MIDDLE SCHOOL
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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• Robotics and programming clubs and
 additional after-school activities
• Mock Trial
• Science Olympiad
• Math Counts
• Student Leadership
• Middle School “Spirit (of Giving) Week”
 activities and service project
• Field trips for all grade levels
 - 8th Grade class trip to Washington, D.C.
 - 5th Grade overnight excursion

Activities
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Ben Lippen High School seeks to develop lifelong learners, while
preparing students to fulfill their calling and be disciples of Christ.
Our biblically-integrated curriculum leads students to explore
and develop their God-given gifts through:

 • A comprehensive college preparatory curriculum with
  a variety of academic offerings 
 • The Innovation program with robotics and computer
  science labs, digital media, pre-engineering and more
 • College credit through AP and dual credit courses
 • A dynamic fine arts program offering theater, choir,
  band and visual arts
 • Ben Lippen online offers additional courses not
  in our catalog 
 • Winterim – a unique, out-of-the-classroom,
  hands-on learning experience
 • 14 Competitive athletic programs

Ben Lippen faculty members
consider teaching to be
more than just a job
— it’s a passion.

High School

I tell my students, ‘I know God has big plans 
for you. I believe you can do this, and I
will walk alongside you until you can!’
 — Tara Truesdale, High School Math Teacher

“
”
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HIGH SCHOOL
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S

• Prepared to thrive in college and beyond, striving for excellence 
• Armed with an intimate knowledge of God and a desire to grow
 in Christlike character
• Ready to impact and lead global professions and ministries
• Serving others to further God’s kingdom
• Using his or her God-given gifts and talents
• Intentionally seeking Christian community

A Ben Lippen Graduate is...

• Francis Marion
• Penn State
• MIT
• Tulane
• University of Illinois
 – Urbana-Champaign 
• Johns Hopkins
• USC – Honors
• Duke
• Ohio State
• Boston University
• Purdue
• Les Roches International
 School 
• Calhoun Honors College
 at Clemson 
• Dartmouth 
• University of Michigan
 – Ann Arbor 
• Georgetown University 
• Ryerson University 
• Miami University – Oxford

Top Colleges

No one ever arrives
at the end of education;
it is a lifelong journey.
 — Max Russell,
 High School Principal

“
”



At Ben Lippen, we strive to prepare students to 
succeed in college and beyond with STEM-based 
learning methodologies that use innovation, 
creativity and problem-solving skills. STEM-based 
learning begins in lower school where teachers 
work with our STEM Director to incorporate 
hands-on, real-life problems that require students 
to work across disciplines, ask questions and look 
for next steps.

Science &
Technology
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In high school, the Innovation program, 
a grant-supported, cutting-edge 
initiative, brings the highest global 
standards of training in computer 
science, digital media, robotics and 
engineering through state-of-the-art 
labs and instruction. 

Every student learns the fundamentals 
of robotics, a field poised to change 
daily life dynamically through self-
driving cars and robotic surgeries, and 
also the job market and the economy for 
years to come. 



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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Better Together

Ben Lippen has a vibrant and growing fine arts program 
featuring nationally-recognized guitar instruction, bluegrass, 
jazz and concert bands, theater and multiple choirs. The Visual 
Arts program provides 2-D and 3-D art instruction. Your 
student will have opportunities to express their creativity and 
explore their talents. 

Fine Arts
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I teach students that we create for three reasons – for 
God, for others, and for fun. For God, because we, as 
mini-creators, reflect the beauty of the Ultimate Creator 
when we generate music and art of the highest quality. 
For others, because we give away our music and art as a 
gift to others. For fun, because we enjoy the process and 
work intentionally to build relationships with each other.
   — Taylor Nelson, Fine Arts Director

“

Fine Arts Offerings
Band: Beginner & Concert Bands / Jazz Band / Bluegrass Band / Worship Arts Band
Guitar: Beginner and Advanced Guitar Classes
Choir:  Concert Choir / Men’s A Cappella Group / Women’s A Cappella Group
Visual Arts: Painting / Drawing / Sculpture
Private music instruction is also available in voice, piano, guitar and strings

”



FINE ARTS
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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”

Ben Lippen students Chloe Davis and Tripp Williams are 
recipients of the Bill Wells Memorial Scholarship for Youth in 
Bluegrass and Traditional Music. This scholarship, sponsored 
by the South Carolina Bluegrass and Traditional Music 
Association, recognizes local students who demonstrate high 
competency in the understanding of Bluegrass music and high-
level proficiency in its performance.

Student Feature



Ben Lippen’s boarding program provides a safe environment for students in a boarding 
house setting on its beautiful 400-acre campus. Full-time houseparents serve as mother 
and father away from home. In addition to excellent academic and athletic programs, 
boarding students enjoy a full and exciting social life.

Boarding Life
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“

”

I chose Ben Lippen for its high quality 
ranking, the Christian education, the 
school’s facility, outdoor activities, and 
a visit to my home in Vietnam by the 
boarding program director. 

My boarding life is exciting! As a 
boarding student, I go through emotional 
stages. However, I am encouraged in Ben Lippen’s 
environment. The sweetest and funniest people take my mental and 
physical health seriously in a very caring way! Even though there are 
cultural differences, I believe that optimism, enthusiasm in learning, and 
the courage to try new things are the keys to success in studying abroad.
  — Loan (Lucy) Bich Ta, 9th grade, from Vietnam



BOARDING LIFE
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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• Carowinds
• Bowling
• Movies
• NBA Games
• Hiking
• Lake Day
• Snow Tubing
• Skiing
• Water Day
• Escape Rooms
• Columbia Museum of Art
• Go Karts
• Airsoft Battles
• Hot Pot Parties
• Korean BBQ Parties
• Karaoke
• All-Night Lock-Ins
• 3-on-3 Basketball Tournaments
• Ping-pong Competitions
• Fall Festivals
• Pumpkin Carving Contests
• Gingerbread House Contests
• Ice Cream Social 
• Professional Soccer Matches

Activities Offered

My wife, Miki, and I have been serving as 
houseparents since 2000, and we consider 
it a great privilege to make an impact 
on the students who live with us. As a Ben 
Lippen boarding program graduate myself, 
this is a very special place to me, and I love 
seeing my students grow in the knowledge 
of God and build relationships with others 
while they are here.
 — James Naruke, Boarding Houseparent

“

”



Winterim offers unique, hands-on education, mission, and service opportunities outside of 
the classroom, which brings learning to life. This weeklong immersion experience teaches 
students about themselves as they explore their gifts and discover their passions. 

Winterim introduces students to peoples, cultures and new skills. Walls come down as 
students realize the world is a much bigger place than they imagined it to be.

Winterim
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And many other destinations, near and abroad.

• Belize
• Give Kids the World – Florida
• Joy Ranch – Virginia
• Local Service Projects
• O Canada – Ottawa
• Panama

• San Francisco
• SCUBA – Florida
• Active in the Carolinas – North and South Carolina
• Explore the Black Forest – Germany
• Atlanta Missions
• Spain



D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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WINTERIMS

The opportunity to travel to Costa Rica changed my 
life because I am now considering doing mission work 
as a career after college. I want to help people in every 
way possible, and when I saw the joy and love the families 
we helped have even with so little, it made me want to help 
them more.
   — Isabel Stanley, Class of 2020

“

”

And many other destinations, near and abroad.
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Ben Lippen offers extracurricular activities to suit every interest. 
Students participate in various events such as the Christmas 
Social, Jr./Sr. Prom, and post-football bonfires, bringing together 
the Ben Lippen community. From theater to animation to 
robotics, there is always something going on at Ben Lippen!

Student Life
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STUDENT LIFE
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S

• Robotics
• Theater
• Mock Trial
• SC Science Olympiad
• Book Clubs
• Bowling Club
• Calligraphy Club
• Creative Writing Club

Clubs & Activities

• Model UN
• Discipleship Intensive
• Gaming/Programming
 Club
• Guitar Club
• Math Team
• Men’s A Cappella
• Yearbook

• National Honors Society
• Puritan Club
• Science Team
• Spanish Club
• Sports Leadership
• The Swoop – Online
 Magazine



To God Be the Glory

At Ben Lippen, we believe that Christian athletes can compete at 
the highest level and that winning is not only the final tally on the 
scoreboard. 

We aim to develop Christlike character in young men and women who 
are ready to meet Jesus when He returns. Our philosophy encourages 
continuity in approach and skills training starting in Lower School 
with youth camps, and continues through middle school, junior varsity 
and varsity teams.

Athletics
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•	 Baseball
•	 Basketball
•	 Competitive/Sideline
	 			Cheer
•	 Cross	Country
•	 Football
•	 Golf
•	 Sailing
•	 Soccer
•	 Softball
•	 Sporting	Clays
•	 Swimming
•	 Tennis
•	 Track	&	Field
•	 Volleyball
•	 Wrestling

15 Athletic
Programs

In the past five years, Ben Lippen students have 
received athletic scholarships to the following 
schools:

• Virginia Tech
• Temple University
• University of NC
    – Chapel Hill
• University of South
    Carolina

Creating
Scholarship Athletes

• Clemson University
• The Citadel
• United States Naval
    Academy
• Georgia Tech
• Liberty University



ATHLETICS
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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23 State
Championships

At Ben Lippen, we define “Winning” a little bit differently than 
most schools. We believe in order for Ben Lippen School to 
say we have a “Win” in athletics, we must first “Win” in three 
distinct areas – scoreboard, life, and eternity.
 — Shannon Glenn, Athletic Director

“
”



At Ben Lippen, we prepare young people to steward their God-given 
gifts in preparation for any call God makes on their lives.

We invite you to visit and discover Ben Lippen for yourself. Our rich, 
Christ-centered environment supports what you are teaching at home 
in a dynamic way that engages your students’ minds, hearts, and spirits 
and sets them free to soar and dream. 

Ben Lippen is accredited by Cognia (formerly AdvancED) and the Association 
of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and is a member of the South Carolina 
Independent School Association (SCISA).

We are committed to academic excellence, spiritual discipleship, and engaging 
co-curricular activities. Our students gain college acceptance with each recent 
graduating class earning $6 million in renewable scholarships including National 
Merit, Palmetto Fellows, Life, and Hope Scholarships.

Visit & Apply
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SCHEDULE A TOUR! VISITBLS.COM

APPLY ONLINE! BENLIPPEN.COM

Kelly Adams
Admissions Director
for Upper School

Kelly.Adams@BenLippen.com
(803) 807-4110

Lil Mason
Admissions Director
for Lower School

Lil.Mason@BenLippen.com
(803) 807-4111



VISIT & APPLY
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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Safe & Secure Campus

1 2

3
4

5 6
7

8

9

Shuttle Bus
Transportation
available between

campuses

Monticello Road Campus
Pre-K3 through 12th Grade

7401 Monticello Road
Columbia, SC 29203

Performing Arts Center

Main Office

Pre-K3-Kindergarten Classrooms

1st-4th Grade Classrooms

Maker Space

Cafeteria

1

2

3

4

5

6

St. Andrews Road Campus
Pre-K3 through 4th Grade

500 St. Andrews Road
Columbia, SC 29210

1
2

3

4
5

6

Resident Housing

Lower School Building

Multi-Purpose Room

Middle School Classroom Buildings

Administration and High School Classroom Building

Arts & Science Center

Gymnasium, Caswell Center, and Dining Room

Large Group Instruction (LGI) Building

Hathaway-Weeber Athletic Complex

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

OPENING FALL 2021
Northeast Campus

Pre-K4 through 2nd Grade
Sandhills Community Church
3513 Hard Scrabble Road

Columbia, SC 29223
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When we took our tour of Ben Lippen School, my husband and I both 
looked at each other and said, “This is it.” The presence of Jesus was 
so evident. The kindness of the community was unprecedented. Setting 
aside the obvious high academic standards and love for education, the 
things that made us choose Ben Lippen were Jesus and kindness.
  — The Sorley Family

“

”

One of the more impactful moments as 
an alumnus was going back to the school 
after four years of college at Clemson 
University. I immediately felt that same 
loving spirit. I was able to speak with 
old faculty members and coaches who 
impacted my life. This loving spirit of 
relationships is what I remember 
most about Ben Lippen School.
  — John Welsh, Alumnus

“

”



BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL
D R E A M  B I G ,  P R A Y  M U C H ,  S E R V E  O T H E R S
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“

”
I love music, and I started practicing the piano on my own 
this year. In the future, I would like to compose music with 
either the guitar or the piano. I also like math, and I am 
part of the math team. I also enjoy designing games in the 
newly formed B Bear Studio Game Making & Design Club.
  —  Hongkai Zhang, 12th Grade, from China

“

”

Ben Lippen is more than a school to us. It is 
a community of families, walking alongside us 
in our pursuit of raising our children to develop 
a deep relationship with Jesus. Ben Lippen has 
provided a school environment that surrounds our 
children with teachers and leaders who challenge 
them to walk closer to Him and honor Him 
through education, friendships and service. We are 
so grateful to be a part of the Ben Lippen family!
  — The Holton Family



BenLippen.com
(803) 807-4000

Monticello Road Campus
Pre-K3 through 12th Grade

7401 Monticello Road, Columbia, SC 29203

St. Andrews Road Campus
Pre-K3 through 4th Grade

500 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29210

Northeast Campus
Pre-K4 through 2nd Grade

Sandhills Community Church
3513 Hard Scrabble Road, Columbia, SC 29223

facebook.com/BenLippenSchool

instagram.com/BenLippenSchool

twitter.com/BenLippenSchool

youtube.com/BenLippenSchool


