
 

Spring, new beginnings, flowers blooming…. and terrible

allergies. As we wrap up winter and look forward to spring, I

hope that we can all look back on these past months and be

proud of all the hard work we put into things that we care

about. For me, one of those things would be school. I am

proud of all the hard work I have put into the 3rd quarter and I

hope you are too! Colossians 3: 23-24 says: "Whatever you do,

work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that

from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.

You are serving the Lord Christ." A lot of times with

schoolwork, our motivation is man. We want other people to

think that we are smart. We care about our reputation, but

God tells us that we should work for Him and not for ourselves

or others. Our reward waits for us in Heaven, and that reward

will last forever. While doing work for our own glory may give

us a reward right away, it will not last forever. In fact, not many

things will! No iPhones, houses, cars, accessories, or articles of

clothing will last forever. So, why do we put our treasures in

things that will not last forever? This quarter, let's try to focus

on putting our treasures in the Lord, the one that will last

forever.

 This quarter has felt long, but we have almost made it! Finish

strong and do it for the Lord! Remember, He is proud of you for

trying no matter how high or low your grades are, no matter how

long you play in the basketball game, no matter how many times

you fail. He will always love you. Finish strong, Falcons!
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    Amelia Earhart was a daring soul that strived to make history.
That drive later came back to bite her, or so it is thought. One crisp
cool morning of July 2, 1937, Earhart and her navigator, Fred
Noonan, took off from Lae, New Guinea, leaving one of their last
stops before they would officially make history. Their next
destination, Howard Island, waited 2,500 miles away. Howland was
located in the central Pacific Ocean. On the island, a U.S. Coast
Guard member waited with a large boat to guide the plane onto the
small island. Earhart and Noonan never arrived nor were found. 
 Amelia Earhart was just 34 years old when she took off on her
daring flight. Her navigator was 44 at the time of the flight. Amelia
wanted to be the first woman to fly around the world in a plane.
There are many theories of what could have happened to Earhart
and Noonan. Some say that she was taken prisoner by the
Japanese, and others suggest that she landed on Nikumaroro Island
in desperate need of somewhere to land.
 The idea that Earhart was captured by the Japanese was told by an
elderly man. He claimed that his uncle had lived in Japan and had
worked at a prison. He told him the story of Amelia Earhart. His
uncle claimed that he had been working at a prison and a young
American girl and boy had been taken into his prison and killed. He
said that the girl was a pilot and the description matched Amelia’s
and Fred’s. Could this have really been Amelia and Fred, or is it just
a made up story?
 
 .

 

Unsolved Mysteries
W R I T T E N  B Y  J U L I A N N A  M O N A S T R A
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Whatever Happened to
Amelia Earheart?

Another theory suggests that they landed on the island of Nikumaroro. The last words that were heard
of Amelia Earhart were, “On the line of 157 337… running north and south.” This is describing her flying
straight towards Howard Island. It is believed that the duo made an emergency stop at Nikumaroro
Island, and they lived there as castaways for several days and then died. On July 9, 1937, U.S. Navy
planes flew over Nikumaroro Island, a week after the duo’s disappearance. They say no sign of Amelia
or Fred, but did report signs of recent habitation, although no one had lived on the island since 1892.
In 1940, British officers had reported part of a human skeleton floating from a remote part of the
island. Tests were run and it was falsely concluded that the bones had come from a man. The bones
were then lost. Later, using the measurements of the bones, more tests were run and it was concluded
that the bones were from a woman around the height of Earhart. In 2018, even more tests were run
using the measurements and it showed that the bones had more similarity to the bones of Amelia than
99% of most individuals.

 We may never know whatever happened to Amelia Earhart. Could she have been taken prisoner by
the Japanese, run out of fuel and landed in the ocean to drown, or landed on Nikumaroro Island and

starved? Or could there be a totally different explanation for this mystery?
 



Teacher
Month

OF THE

What is your favorite song? 
 

" 'Reckless Love' by Cory Asbury"

Mrs. Tracy Fernandez 
Director of Academics
and Faculty for Grades

5-8

I N T E R V I E W E D  A N D  W R I T T E N  B Y  S I L A S  K I R K L A N D
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What is your favorite color?
 

"Pink!" 

 

Do you have any pets?
 

"My son is away at college,
 so I take care of his bunny, Dunder."  

What are some things you LOVE about Ben
Lippen?

 
"I love the community of Ben Lippen. I tell new
families looking at our school how loving our

students are to each other. That is what makes it
special! We also have an amazing group of middle
school teachers that I love working with every day!

"

Mrs. Fernandez shared a chapel message

with us on Valentine's Day, reminding us of

God's love! Thank you, Mrs. Fernandez, for

your constant smile, positive attitude, and

for loving our BLS middle school! 

"Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine

I couldn't earn it, I don't deserve it
Still You give Yourself away

Oh the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God"

What are some of your hobbies?
 

"Spending time with my family, reading , and 
traveling!"

 

It's also her birthday month!
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What do you LOVE about  
Ben Lippen School?

Sp
eci

al Edition
Mrs. Bauer-5th Grade Teacher

"I love being able to integrate scripture in everything we do,

and SHARE my love of the Lord Jesus."

Sadie Fleniken, 8th Grade-

"Everyone is so nice and friendly!"

Maddox Stockman, 7th Grade-

"The People!"

Eve Smither, 8th Grade-

"I love the community that we have on our volleyball and

softball teams!"

Ben Cole, 8th Grade-

"I love the environment and the relationships we build... 

and also trashetball at break!" 



Rowan Allen 

SPOTLIGHT

Student

Who will be the next Student Spotlight... will it be YOU?
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Rowan Allen was chosen to be our Falcon of the
Month, because he has such a kind heart! He always

comes and says, “Good Morning” to teachers and
students. He is always super intrigued in our

newspaper and shows the kindest love to others
whether he knows them well or not. That is why he

has been chosen for our Student Spotlight!

FebruaryFebruary
PollsPolls

Be sure to click the link in the email 
to  answer Poll Questions for next month!



March 12 - National Plant

a flower day!

March 1- National Pig day!

MARCH HOLIDAYS

March 6 - national Oreo Cookie

day!

March 10 - National

Popcorn lover's  day!

March 14 - national good

samaritan's day!
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March 22 - National Goof

Off Day!

March 26 - National Wear

a hat day!



We are heading into February with a lot of new upcoming sports! 
All of these sports are starting the tryout process and welcoming 
their new players onto the team. Ben Lippen students will be very 
busy watching and participating in these fun sporting events!  Baseball
and Softball are two of the many sports that are starting up this spring.
Tryouts were from January 31st through February 2nd. Everyone is so
excited to start their season strong! Baseball player, Evan Stokes, says,
“I believe this season will be challenging, but our teamwork on the field
will be key to our victory.” Obviously, he can’t wait to start this new
season of baseball! Baseball and softball are such good sports to build
friendships and teamwork; you have to work hard so it comes together
in the end! This is 8th Grader, Sara Grace Tomlinson’s, third year
playing softball at Ben Lippen and she loves it so much! She says, “I love
softball because everyone is so encouraging, and I really like being part
of a team.” As you can see, baseball and softball are great sports. You
might even want to try it out next year! Another great spring sport going
on is track and field! There are a lot of different running, jumping, and
throwing events. Ellis Huggins, who runs the 400 meter, says, “Coach
Hamner always pushes our team physically and mentally, so that our
primary focus is bringing glory to God.” Wow! It seems to me we have a
promising team of athletes taking part in track this year. If this sounds
like something you would enjoy, it’s not too late to join! Another fast
athlete on this team is Dolan Davis. He says, “I joined track because I
want to be part of a team. As well as being with my friends, I also find
running relaxing and a great way to clear my mind.” As you can see, this
track and field team is ready to take on any challenge that comes their
way! 
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Sports 
W R I T T E N  B Y  A V E R Y  B O N N E R  A N D  G E O R G I A  C R I S P  

column  

UPCOMING DATES 

March 26th
Western Night for

7th and 8th Grades!

March 11th
Grandparents' Day!

& HALF DAY!

 April 11-18th
Easter Break!



Why Ben Lippen is LOVED

NEWS
GRADE  L E V E L

5th Grade

This month has been very exciting and busy for the
5th grade! In Science, students are learning about
weather and how to interpret weather maps! They
have to learn about Map Keys, cold and warm
fronts, and how they affect weather and climate.
Science is many people's favorite subject, because
they do fun labs and learning. It is awesome
because we get to have fun learning with all of our
friends! In ELA, the 5th grade has been doing a
Book In a Bag project. They have to pick a character
from their assigned book, find out their worldview,
character traits, and put them in the bag. This has
definitely been a busy month.

W R I T T E N  B Y  A D D I E  Y A R B O R O U G H

W R I T T E N  B Y  J O S H U A  M C M I L L A N 
  There are a lot of students at Ben Lippen Middle School.

But why do they all prefer to go here, and why do they
prefer it over their old schools? Many of our students like
it in several different ways. Manning Turner, 8th grade,

says that he "loves it because of all of the teachers
working to get Biblical truths to the students." 7th grader,

Scott Frazee, says that he loves it because of all the
extracurricular activities, the food from our cafeteria, the

sports with all of the great coaches, and most importantly:
all of the people here! Samantha Gause, also 7th grade,
loves it "because of the safe, Christian environment, and

all of the opportunities we have." It also seems overall
that the teachers and faculty are doing a great job of

supporting and uplifting the students everywhere! 
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8th Grade

Eighth Grade students at Ben Lippen are
continuing to thrive in academics this
new year. In English, they have been

learning how to analyze poems. Not only
that, but eighth graders are also learning

about force, motion, velocity, and
acceleration in science class. In History,

they have finished up learning about the
Civil War and are going to start a new

lesson on reconstruction. Keep up the
good work eighth grade!  

W R I T T E N  B Y  C A R S O N  D E N N I N G



  

"WORD OF GOD SPEAK"
W R I T T E N  B Y  A N N A  K A Y E  D E N N I N G
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 One time, I had two history assignments that were super 
boring. I just didn’t want to do it, but I knew that it must be 
done sometime. So, I just did the bare minimum and tried to 
somehow get the questions right without trying. The next day, 
I found out I failed both of them. In the book of Colossians, Paul talks about doing our very best in
everything we do; in Chapter 3, verses 23 and 24, he says, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the
Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.
You are serving the Lord.”  Paul is telling us not to do everything for ourselves, parents, or teachers,
but to do it for the Lord heartily. Heartily, in this context, means to do it to the best of your ability,
and to do it to the highest degree. And if we do these things, we will be rewarded! 
 
So, what should I have done the day that I failed those assignments? 
I should have done it as if I was turning this assignment in for Jesus. 
So, the next time you do a task or assignment, 
whether you enjoy it or not, do your absolute best! 
We are serving the Lord!
 

Recipe of the Month
By: Grayson Norene 

Place 3 medium strawberries into blender until smooth. 
Pour through a fine mesh strainer and measure 1/4 cup of
strawberry puree.
Combine 2 1/3 cups of white chocolate chips, 1 Tbsp. of heavy
whipped cream, and strawberry puree. 
 Microwave and stir in 15 second increments until melted.
Stir in food coloring, 1 tsp. lemon zest, and 1/4 tsp. kosher
salt.
Refrigerate until firm.
Make 24 small balls out of the mixture. 
Roll and lightly toss the balls in the sprinkles until completely
covered.
Let sit on parchment paper for 30 minutes.
ENJOY! 
Freeze extra truffles for later. 

Steps:
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.

Strawberry
Truffles 



 
 It was a drowsy, dim morning on the sea. The clouds covered the majority of the sky, but 
the remaining voids were lifeless and grey. It had rained the previous hour, so the deck was
coated in a moist dew. Captain Earnest dragged his rotted wooden leg across the deck from his
bed chambers. 
“Ay captain, morning to ya!” announced Jonah. Earnest rolled his eyes then proceeded to slump
down in the captain's chair. 
“Rough night?” questioned Jonah.
 Earnest shrugged then muttered, “when has there not been?”
 Earnest chuckled then heaved the lid off a barrel of apples. He snatched up a half decent 
looking apple, then handed it to Earnest. He sat up then dug his grim coated teeth into the
bruised apple. 
“Oh, we have mail,” Jonah said in excitement. Earnest sat with a concerned expression on his
face. 
“Well, what ya waiting for, hand it over,” demanded Earnest. Jonah dug deep in his left trousers
pocket then pulled out a black envelope with red edged trims. He handed the envelope to
Earnest in a fast motion. Earnest carefully caressed the edge of the letter then with ease peeled
back the thick wax stamp. He hesitantly ripped the top of the envelope. A pungent, stingy-
smelling scent arose from the half-opened letter. Earnest wrinkled his nose as if that would
have helped dull the musty smell. 
“What ya waiting for, captain?” questioned Jonah.
 “I’m pondering if this is inferior mail,” answered Earnest.
 “Oh Captain, you’re just being paranoid,” stated Jonah.
 “Maybe you’re right,” considered Earnest. With that information, he then proceeded to 
take out the remaining content. On the front of the card were red inked letters stating, “To
Captain Ernest Arnold.” He traced his finger over the blood-red letters. Jonah began to become
impatient. Earnest then grabbed both ends of the unfamiliar message then slowly unfolded it.
The inside of the note was coated in black ink, still wet. In the middle of the intimidating card lay
a circular coin-shaped dot. The dot was somehow an even darker shade of black. The color
quickly drained from the captain's cheeks. His expression was blank. 
“Well, what is it, captain?” Jonah questioned in an eager tone. The Captain, in the same
expression, moved his lips as if to speak, but no words came out. Jonah began to become
concerned, so he then proceeded to peer over the captain’s shoulder. Jonah’s face quickly
dropped when he saw the content of the letter. He shot his head up with a quick motion, then
he ran straight into the water with no hesitation. The Captain, hearing the splash of the water,
quickly came back to reality. He knew he would now be alone on his escape and there would
be no time to waste. He shot up from his seat then walked as fast as his wooden leg could go
towards the wheel. The sail was already up, so he was set for his voyage. This was a race for his
life, so time was of the essence. Once again, there was no time to lose. 
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Short Story Scoop
7th Grade ELA recently worked on short stories pertaining
to their class novel, Treasure Island. Enjoy this eerie tale if

you dare... 

" T H E  B L A C K  S P O T "
W R I T T E N  B Y  S A D I E  B L A C K W E L L



 If you did not see Newsies, The
Broadway Musical, by our talented Ben
Lippen students, then you really missed
out! There were 75 cast and crew
members, 150 costumes, an 18-foot tall
set, and 130 hours of rehearsal! Over 1500
audience members came to see this
amazing crew perform... and 2 of these
magnificent folks were from our very
own middle school! JJ Rios and Davis
Whitaker did an outstanding job in this
high school musical, and we are so
proud of them! The entire middle school,
5th - 8th grades, and our teachers
were able to travel to the St. 
Andrews Road campus to watch 
the musical! 
Thank you to the entire Fine Arts
team, especially Mr. Nelson, for 
your hard work and for making 
this show happen!

B E T T E R

together
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We're so proud
of you, 

JJ and Davis!



  COMICS!

Drawn by Raymond Frazee
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ADVICE COLUMN
W R I T T E N  B Y  G R A Y S O N  N O R E N E  

teacher editor: Mrs. Rachel Peake ~ rachel.peake@benlippen.com
 

Special thanks to our editors and all of our falcon forum staff for your
hard work and dedication to this project. 

 
Special thanks to Mrs. Krecker, Mrs. Elliott, and Ms. Thompson for your

contributions to the Falcon Forum.

Love is mentioned
 in the Bible 684 times! 

 

Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?

"Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love."

1 John 4:8  

One of the most popular holidays in the month of February is Valentine's Day!
This holiday gives us a great reminder to always love, no matter what! One of
my FAVORITE verses is 1 Corinthians 13:13. This verse states, "And now these
three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest is love." If we don't have
love for God and each other, we don't have anything. The Lord calls us to love

others as He has loved us. So, not only this month, but every month, I challenge
you to show love to one another and spread the love of Jesus!


