
A High School Guide for Parents

AT BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL

Become.
Believe.

Belong.



On our campus, students feel a strong sense of belonging. 
They are seen, heard, and loved by their teachers, 
counselors, coaches, and peers. They know what they 
believe and have opportunities to strengthen their morals 
and values, without having their faith questioned at every 
turn. They become confident scholars, with the skills, 
wisdom, and compassion to change the world. 

On the pages ahead, we invite you to learn more about 
how we partner with parents to equip their teens for 
thriving futures. We know you want to be intentional 
about where your high schooler is spending their time, 
who they are spending it with, and what they’re learning. 
When you’re ready, schedule a campus visit or reach out to 
our team with any questions about our program.

We look forward to meeting you!

The Admissions Team  |  Ben Lippen School

You know there will be hours of studying, college preparation, extracurricular activities, 
and an expanding circle of friends. There will be laughter, likely a few tears, and memories 
that will be ingrained for a lifetime. At the end of it all, you want your daughter or son to 
emerge confident, Christlike, and ready to thrive.

While it’s exciting to think about all the fun parts of high school, as a parent, you know that 
today’s teens have unique challenges before them. They live in a world where community 
is often replaced by technology and social media. Where political conversations quickly 
turn divisive. And where expectations for their performance seem higher than ever. 
Without a doubt, there is a battle for the hearts and minds of young people in our society, 
and you want to protect your teen during their final years of grade school. We get it.

Four action-packed years that will become a significant 
chapter in your child’s story. As you think about the setting, 
the characters, and events to come, you probably have a 
vision of what you want most for your teen. 

High School

At Ben Lippen School, we partner with parents to focus on what matters most — 
building a strong academic foundation, providing meaningful community, fostering 

a biblical worldview, and preparing teens to step into the future with a keen 
awareness of God’s calling on their lives. 



Think of all the hours your teen will be spending 
at school this year. If they are involved in 
athletics or extracurricular activities, that 
number can easily be around 48 hours a 
week — the vast majority of their wake time. 
When students spend this many hours in an 
environment where they lack a sense of positive 
belonging, the effects are detrimental — self-
worth issues, loneliness, suffering grades, and 
poor decision making to name a few.

TEACHERS WHO MENTOR

Teachers invest in their students’ academic and personal 
success. It’s not uncommon to see high schoolers visiting 
their teachers between classes to get advice 
on school-life balance, future planning, or 
spiritual life questions. And Ben Lippen 
teachers are happy to pull up a chair 
and listen, because they view their jobs 
as more than work — it’s a calling.  

FAMILY GROUPS

Our mixed-age small groups give students 
the opportunity to have positive role models 
and be positive role models. This is where peers 
become family, and students get together to study the 
Bible, share their lives, and build lasting friendships. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE CONFERENCES

At the beginning of each school year, students 
go off campus for a time of intentional 
relationship building. The connections made at 
camp are irreplaceable as teens take the next 
steps in deepening their faith together and set 
goals for the coming years.

STRUCTURED SCHOOL DAYS

Whether they know it or not, teens need 
structure. At Ben Lippen, high schoolers fully 
engage in on-campus learning five days a 
week. They are immersed in a richly textured 
curriculum from 8 a.m.-3p.m., and most remain 
on campus for after-school extracurriculars.

Students in grades 9-12 at Ben Lippen 
School are immersed in a close-knit 
community that feels like a second home. A 
culture of strong, healthy relationships is 
at the heart of our mission. Students have 
a place on our campus, and it’s not defined 
by numbers or grades, who their parents 
are, or what they’ve accomplished. It’s 
rooted in their worth as a child of God.

Belonging
A deep sense of security, support, 
and acceptance as a valued 
member of one’s community.

Teens have a natural need to belong.

They crave connection.

They thrive as team members.

They desire to be a part of 
something bigger than themselves.



Meet William
Class of 2023

First Year at BLS Sophomore Year
Activities Fine Arts, Tennis, FCA
Future Goals Clemson University, Dentistry 

He quickly saw that Ben Lippen was different — not 
only did his peers welcome him with open arms, 
he was amazed by the teachers’ commitment to 
investing in students’ lives.

Thorough family groups, fine arts, tennis, and 
FCA, William developed a deep sense of belonging 
at Ben Lippen School.

One experience that stands out to William from his 
time at Ben Lippen School is RAM serve.
 
Students from all over Columbia came together 
to perform multiple service projects around the 
midlands. This experience was one of a kind - the 
amount of people that we had united for the same 
goals was amazing. 

In the future, William hopes to impact lives through 
a career in dentistry and orthodontics. He plans to 
attend Clemson University in the fall of 2023, and 
credits Ben Lippen School’s science department 
with helping him identify this calling.

After attending a different high school for ninth grade, William was a little intimidated 
about walking into Ben Lippen School for the first day of sophomore year.

“As soon as I got to Ben Lippen, I was welcomed by everyone with open arms and I 
became friends with so many new people. Making friends was not as hard as I had made 
it out to be. Everyone at Ben Lippen is so nice and really goes out of their way to invite 

you into their friend groups and introduce you to as many people as possible.”

“All of these experiences helped me reach out 
to new people and develop relationships I had 

already made. Many of my closest friends came 
out of participating in these activities.”

“My AP biology teacher, Mrs. Grover, helped 
me find my love for science and the beauty of it 

throughout the world. My dream is to become an 
orthodontist and to practice at my own clinic.”

“During my first week at Ben Lippen School, we 
were placed in family groups, and Mrs. Hodges 

was the leader of my group. She had the sweetest 
personality; she quickly became my favorite 

teacher and is like a grandma to me.”



Many parents wonder if Christian education can 
adequately prepare their children for life after 
graduation. The truth is, an immense amount 
of brain growth and identity development 
is still happening throughout high school, 
and teens are far from ready to navigate an 
environment where no absolute truth exists. 

ALIGNMENT BETWEEN 
HOME & SCHOOL

REFLECTIONS OF 
JESUS’ LOVE

IMPACTFUL BIBLE 
TRAINING

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO SERVE

It’s not easy for teens to be pointed toward Jesus at home and 
encouraged to explore alternative belief systems at school. We 
view our role as a partnership with each family, strengthening the 
Christian values you’ve taught and building upon them, so you can 
spend your time connecting with your teen, not re-teaching.

During a time of life when young people often abandon their faith, 
being surrounded by adults who truly care is priceless. Teachers model 
Christ’s unconditional love daily, showing up for students as they 
encounter more challenging coursework and complex life situations.

Studying God’s word is not limited to a single hour; it’s integrated 
across the curriculum, allowing students to see Scripture’s relevance 
and applications. Through classes, small groups, and chapels, high 
schoolers discover that the Bible is a tool for daily living.

Ben Lippen students meet tangible needs in our local 
community, travel across the country to bless others through 
service projects, and go on overseas missions, sharing the 
Gospel and learning about other cultures firsthand.

At Ben Lippen School, everything we 
do is grounded in faith, so students can 
build a foundation with no cracks, and 
emerge ready — at the right time — to 
navigate secular college environments, 
the workforce, and the real world.

Believing
High school too often feels like quicksand. 

Searching for security in peer 
approval, personal performance, or 
even good works… can cause teens 
to lose themselves.

But a foundation in Christ provides true security. A firm and wholehearted 
religious conviction, feeling 
sure of the truth.



Looking back, the teachers’ love for Jesus was what I appreciated most about 
being a student at Ben Lippen School. I’ve learned to embrace my own faith 
and not be quiet about it. If you’re looking to choose the right school, know 

that Ben Lippen is exactly where your child should be. Christ is in that school. 
Love is in that school. It felt like a big happy family.

During our winterim, I had the opportunity to 
help out at an inner-city farm which mentors 
children who don’t have both parents in their 
lives, teaching them life skills and how to do 
simple outdoor jobs. Now, I’m considering 

studying agriculture in college as it really interests 
me.  I’m not sure of the specific field yet, but BLS 

has helped me realize that when making decisions, 
I should turn to God for guidance and not rely 

solely on my own judgment.

Ben Lippen welcomed me and my family with open arms before I 
was even officially enrolled at the school. What I appreciated most 
about my experience was the amount of exposure that I was able 

to gain outside the classroom. Ben Lippen School afforded me my 
first opportunity to fly on a plane as a part of my winterim trip to 

Los Angeles. I will forever cherish that! 

MARY, CLASS OF 2019

BO, CLASS OF 2023

BLAKE, CLASS OF 2020

Living with
Passion

Life After Ben Lippen School



A SCHOLAR

A TEAM PLAYER

COLLEGE READY

INSPIRED TO IMPACT

BECOMING

For 99 percent of our graduates, the next step is a four-year college — some 
of the nation’s best! An intentional college preparation program begins in 
9th grade, providing opportunities for students to build strong applications 
and think about career paths that align with their strengths and passions.

We want every student to view themselves as creative. Whether 
in fine arts, engineering, photography, or yearbook club, high 
schoolers express themselves through tangible projects that 
glorify God and have a lasting impact on others.

On and off the field, our student athletes strive to be the best — 
not for accolades, but because they believe excellence honors 
God. Our athletics program has an emphasis on life skills such 
as integrity, sportsmanship, and collaboration.

Students move through a rigorous curriculum, rising above challenges 
with unwavering support from their teachers. We offer personalized 
academic tracks and diplomas, including a 2-year CNA program, so 
every teen can become ready to step into their calling.

Becoming
The transformation that occurs 
between freshman year and 
graduation day is remarkable. 

From curious child to 
confident young adult.

From friend seeker to community builder.

We believe in your teen’s God-given potential — not only their aptitude 
to succeed in the classroom, but their ability to change the world.

The process of growth and 
change that allows us to 
emerge as a new creation.

Think about all the things that make your teen unique.
His or her personality type … favorite subjects in school … 
chosen hobbies …the ways in which he or she learns best. 
Made in the image of God and gifted with a specific set of 
strengths, your son or daughter has a purpose in this world that 
no one else can fulfill. High school is a time of honing these 
strengths, shoring up values, and getting equipped to succeed 
in the next stage of life. Simply put, it’s a time of becoming.

At Ben Lippen School, we have 
seen that consistency, structure, 
and accountability create an 
environment where high school 
students can become the best 
version of themselves.

From truth pursuer to mature Christ follower.

From classroom learner to self-driven scholar. 



Questions?
Contact an admissions team member today at (803) 807-4000.

BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL | 7401 MONTICELLO RD, COLUMBIA, SC 29203

We invite you to experience our high school program 
for yourself and see if it’s the right fit for your teen.

A place to belong.
Something to believe in.
The encouragement and support to 
become who God designed them to be.

How will Ben Lippen School 
shape your child’s story?

Schedule a visit Explore our campus virtually

https://www.benlippen.com/schedule-a-campus-tour/
https://www.benlippen.com/admissions/experience-ben-lippen/

